SMT home page

The Student Mapping Tool (SMT) presents a selection of your school’s data in an easy-to-read spreadsheet. The data can be used to assess and plan for whole-school needs, and to monitor individual student progress. A new version of the Student Mapping Tool was released on 2nd December 2008.  Refer to Circular S453-2008 Enhancements to the Student Mapping Tool for further information.
The Tool draws your school’s data from the CASES21 student database used by Victorian Government primary and secondary schools. (Other schools may find the information about the Tool useful, but will have to replicate a version of the Tool’s spreadsheet to put the ideas into practice.)
Versions of the Student Mapping Tool have been used in some Victorian schools since 2006. Observation of those schools suggests that there are ‘levels of engagement’ with the Tool, and most schools begin simply and move on to richer and more sophisticated uses over time. For this reason, these web-based resources have been designed to support schools through a series of 6 ‘levels of engagement’.

1. Obtain your own school’s data 
2. Understand what the data can tell you about your students

3. Understand what your school is currently doing to support students

4. Identify student needs and plan for the future

5. Evaluate the effectiveness of support programs and interventions

6. Push out the boundaries
Please remember that these are not strictly sequential steps. Schools will

choose their own path through these levels of engagement. However, you should engage fully at levels 1, 2 and 3 before moving on in order to get the most out of the SMT.

At all levels of engagement, you must consider the privacy issues associated with the information contained in the Tool. Who needs to see the spreadsheet and who just needs to receive whole-school statistics? Who needs to use the spreadsheet but doesn’t need to see individual student names? Is the Tool being used to publicly label, stereotype or reduce the school’s expectations of a particular student or group of students? Under what circumstances can you share information in the Tool with another organisation? Your use of the Tool should always comply with the Privacy Guide to the Student Mapping Tool.

